"Piece By Piece — Bethsaida!" 
Text: Mark 8:2*, "And he looked up, and said, 'I see men like trees, walking." 

ripture: Mark 8:22-26,, Matthew 11:20-2*. 

from Mark 
In our Scripture this morning we read of Jesus coming once ^gain to Bethsaida. 

The name Bethsaida meant "House of Fishers". A goodly portion of it was 

made up of fishermen. Herod Philip or Philip the Tetraeeh rebuilt 3ethsaida 

around 2 BG, and he renamed it Bethsaida - Julias in honor of Julia the 

daughter of Augustus Caesar. At another point in His ministry, Jesus had 

been here and we finiS this recorded in the 11th chapter of Matthew. It is 

in this chapter that Jesus speaks very highly of John; the Baptist and his r.iin- 

the eople 
istry among these people. He takes fctaEm to task and upbraids them for their 

unbelief. ile passes judgement upon the towns in this area and among them 

is found the name of Bethsaida. Jesus speaks more highly of Tyre and Sidon 

than He does of Bethsaida. This would rankle any who heard it, for Bethsaida, 

Chorazin and Capernaum were Jewish areas of population and Tyre and ..Jidon 

ere made up of Gentiles. 

along with the other cities 
Jesus condemnation of Bethsaida inxikax according to the Gospel of Matthew 

is dus to the fact that John and his works were rejected theref and so was 
the efforts of Jesus. V/e are told from the Matthew Scripture that Jesus did 
most of His mighty works there, but they repented not. At this point vie 
must interject that xk again v/e do not have a great deal of background on 
just what He did there and xka± how many miracles He performed, but we 
can deduce from what Matthew says , that He did some wonderful things in 
this area. 

But here again indifference must hatfe reared its ugly head. Indifference 
to the fact that not only one great preacher, but two had come upon the 
scene in these towns. And still the people were not moved neither by the 
strong preaching of one, and the healing as well as the preaching ofvthe 
other. The portion of Bethsaida that was not made up of fishermen, v.'as 
made up of prosperous business people and people who were unmoved in 
way by religion, except their own brand of religion, indifference to all 
except their needs. 
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was brought 
This then sets the stage for the healing of the blind man who kwubsl to Jesus 

en he came into Bethsaida. Ana so we read in the 2Jrd verse of the 8th 
chapter of Mark, ifcfcJdoc that, "He took the blind man by the hand, and led 
him out of the town." This shows that Jesus was not going to perform any- 
more miracles there. Ms This is fcather significant when we also realize 
that the town of Bethsaida supplied one quarter of the disciples of Jesus. 
Philip, Andrew, and Peter were all from Bethsaida, and yet for all intents 
and perposes, Jesus ministry had failed there. So Jesus is unwilling to 
perform a ministry in Bethsaida, but He is not unwilling to help an individual 
who needs help. 

Once again we read of the use of saliwa for a part of the healing process. 
mentioned this last week, but it has some merits when we stop to think 
that when we receive a burn or a cut on our hands we almost automatically 
put the hand or finger to our mouth. Blindness was a common and prevalant 

hing in the middle East. Many people suffered from Ophthalmia which is 
a severe inflamation of the eyeball, and because of their ignorance of 
hygiene and cleanliness, many of them aggravated the condition and it led 
to blindness. 

But we see in this incident the desire of Jesas to show love and compassion 
on someone who was in need of it. But we also see in this incident some- 
thin that is found in no other. It was not a miraculous one step healing, 
but instead it took two attempts to completely j|±x restore the man's sight. 
There are those who would tell us that Jesus did not do something just right 
the first time and so the complete cure was not enacted. But I believe that 
this was a deliberate -act on the part of Jesus. After all, he had the power 
to still the waves. He had the power to heal someone who was miles away 
from Him, and someone that He never even saw face to face. With power such 

is this, why would He require two attempts to heal this man? The answer 
lies in the fact that here was a m a n who was completely blind. He did not 
have a partial eye illness that required a special approach as some would 
have us think. He was completely blind, and could see nothing. Jesus 
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touches his eyes and we are told, "He looked up, and said, 'I see men like 

ees, walking," His sight was not complete all at once. ,/ then read that 
Jesus touched his eyes again, and then he swa everything clearly. 
I believe the significance of this is that this was an object lesson for 
His followers then, and it should be an object lesson for us today. ',Ihen 
Jesus Jouched the man he did not see everything completely and all at once. 
This story suggests the p tiful condition of a man looking for a complete 
cure and here is he is only half -cured. It suggests to us the pitiful con- 
dition of people in all walks of life who have never permitted Jesus to 
to perform the service of complete renewal in them. There are so many who 
only have or possess a dim or clouded view of Him. They only know a portion 
of Him. They can rattle off, "buffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified 
dead and buried; the third day He rose again from the dead," butbthe real 
meaning and significance of this is lost to them. What a pity, when the 

omplete cure is to just accept i:im completely and simply. To merely let 
go , and let God. They do not see Him as the one who reveals the father 
or as the one through whom the Father is seen. They do not see Him as the 
Saviour who can transform their lives simply by accepting Him in faith as 
a little child trusts its earthly parents. 

One of the dangers of Evangelism and striving to speak to someone about 
accepting Christ, is the danger of making it appear that this is all there 
is to it. One of the dangers of church membership is that many feel that 
is all there is to it. But in evangelism and church membership it is an 
ongoing process. It must be a continual converting and re-converting in 
a person's life. It should be a renewal in some area of life almost daily. 
Perhaps it is the fault of the clergy, and I would suspect that this is 
partially the problem at least. But B man named Roger 'Pennant has summed 
It up quite well in something he wrote. He says, (Illustration of Greatest 
Achievement) . 

This I believe is the state we find ourselves in today. In snraxa many of our 
churches we only have a partial vision. We see Christianity like trees, 
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instead of seeing it as joyous and beautiful. I do not know whther I am 

le to ever convey to you the joy that iixix is involved in striving to 

live for Christ. I keep praying that God will let me convey this to you 

whenever I preach or conduct worship. For it is joyful and joyous. It is 

not a dead thing that is dull and lusterless. But it is something that is 

rich and full. To be a Christian is to be a joyous person and to show 

forth this joy in all circumstances of life. 

But we must also remember that this is a step by step process. We do not 

know, nor understand what it is all about in just one day or one week. 

It must be a steady growing in Christ on a day by day, moment by moment 

basis. 

.. ;. H. Myers in his poem Saint r ul has Paul saying, 

"Let no man think that sudden in 8 minute 

All is accomplished and the work is done 

Chough with thine earliest dawn thou shouldst begin it 
pee were it ended in thy setting sun." 

is say- hat a lifetime is too short to know all that God would have 

us to know to truly love Him, and to grow in ^ as we should. But 

this does not mean that we are to stop at the point where we can only see 

dimly, and we are like the blind man seeing, "Men like trees, walking." 

Instead, we must seek the complete healing so that we can"lihok up, be 

restored and see all men clearl ." 

This is what the touch of Jesus Christ is all about. It is not just a one 

moment thing or a one shot deal. But it is rather, coming to Him and seeking 

day by day to have Him live in us, and to have Him shine forth from our 

very lives. I invite you to invite Him into your heart anew this Lenten 

season and to strive to live as He would have you to live, ttyxssi If 

anyone is in doubt about any of this, I invite you to speak to me about it 

and I will be happy to help you in this. 



ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Butler, Pennsylvania 
Second Sunday in Lent Feprjary 2}, 1975 

Rev, Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Mrs. Marilyn StCphenson* Organist 
Mrs, Cvnoie Sthert, Youth Choir Director 
Brian Kennedy, Pam Fry - Acolytes 

Of OER OF WORSHIP M:00A.M„ 

Prelude Music; "Behold the Lamp, of Goo" from "The Messiah" 
Prelude on rt 3T. Hilda" Raslev Handel 

Si lent Prayer 
•Processional Hymn No- I SU "All hail the power of Jesus' name" 
•Ascription - Choral Amen 
•exhortation 
•Confession (In Unison) "Eternal Gop, how often we have 

prayed for the coming of thv kingdom., yet when it has 

sought to come through us we have sometimes harrep the 

WAV; w£ HAVE WANTED IT TO COME IN OTHERS, RUT NOT IN 
OUR OWN HEARTS. WE FE£L It I 3 WE WHO STAND DETWEEN MAN'S 
NEED AND THEEi F1ETWEEN OURSELVES AMD WHAT WE MIGHT 1EJ 
ANP WE HAVE NO TRUST IN QUA OWN STRENGTH, OR LOYALTY, 
Ofi COURAGE.. GIVE US P^-'ER TH LIVE THY WILL, AND SEEK 
THY KINGDOM Fl R9T OF ALL. AmEN. " 

•Kyrie (Choir, Congregation anh Pastor) 
•Assurance of Parpon - Choral Amen 
*Prai sc 

*PaST0R! '0 l-ORn OPEN OUR LIPS, 

•People! Anp our *-<outh shall show forth thy praise, 
•Qoxology No. 551 Matthew II: 20-2U w**t-d> ftfitj *tJ~Sjv 
Scripture Lesson; M*rk 3: P2-?6 Jrt tf /" AS^£> 7 /} Jftf*, 

Hymn No- 3 "Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty" 

•Affirmation of our Faith (Apostles' Creep) 
•Gloria Patri 
•Call to Prayer 

•Pastor: The Lqrp tie with you. 
•People: Ant with thy spirit. 
•Pastor '• Let us pray. 
•Prayer and Prayer Response 
Offering 

Offertory: "Cantahi le" Concone 

■hem.; "Into The Woods My Master Went 11 Ripoefield 

Youth Ch»|R 



Sermon! "Piece By Piece 11 

"BETHSAIDA" 

Prayer anh Lorp's Prayer 
*Hymn of Dedication No. ^6? "I lcvc to tell the story" 
•Benediction anp Three Folp Amen 

Postlupe : "Postlupe i n G" Reap 

-------- 'CONGREGATION Stand I NG ------ 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have peen placed ^y 

Mrs* Alice Beatty and Mrs. Winifred Wachsmuth in 

memory of "Loved Ones". 
Serving as Ushers today are *0on Kingslev, Da^YL Tajt, 

John Dreher, Gary Penah anp Jqhn Stevenson. 
Mrs, Ann Willums will represent Council at the pooh 

topay. 
Nursery is provided today py : Mrs. Sharon Staoffer 

anp Mrs. Jupv Snyder. 'V- 

Ionday - 6:"jO - St. Paul's vs. Mfripian in Pa Sket^all j- 
Tuespav - 7:00 - PROPERTY COMMITTEE MEETING ^ 

Wednesday - LENTEN SERVICE - "Caesaria Philippi" 
The attendance last Sunday - \Sh; Wed. 9B. 
GOOD FRIDAY BREAKFAST - YMCA - 6:00 A.M. - See 

Kenneth Weitzel or J, W. Harmon for tickets - Speaker 
ILL fit Richard K. Kennedy, DD from PiTTSnuRGH. 

ANY MEMHER OF THE CoNGReGATTON WHO WoUi-P LIKE TO TAKE 

part in a worship service at the Suwnyv i ew Home on 

MgmrAY (TOMORROW), AT 1:15 I 5 - M. IS INVITED, H* 
NEED SOME PEOPLE TO HELP S I NO ANP we COULn USE A 
P IANO PLAYER, Lw- n/$cr T//r*r *T f '** *{*'■/*#. /*&& *+ 

Ne*t 5335a? - Baptism will m help during the iTaTmTN/ 
Service anp at H:On P.M. the same pay. If anyone 

WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE I H DA~V RaPT I ZED - CONTACT 

the Pastor. 

The Li li es shoulp he orpered shortly - pecauSe of 

easter toeing so early this year - a lot of the lilies 

will not pe opened in time. a sl( p of paper will 

Q£ SENT AROUND TODAY OR YOU CAN CONTACT REA TaIT, 

All lilies (h dlooms) will =-<e $5.00 each. 

-w_ A LOT OF PEOPLE HAVE ASKED If THE "LlViNe B|OLE fl WQULr 
/ PE ON A SPECIAL AGAIN - A SPECtAL EaSTER BlPLE BONUS 

is available for $8.26 - see "*ea if interested. 
"■^ Hospital i zeo : Dorothy Nicholas, Tresa Nicholas. 
*~p r Mr. a Mrs. Steve Vargq have a new qaoy girl - 
^ 3°9 PLEASANtview Ave, - Cohgratui_at i omS Barh ANr Steve 
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.' only know portion 2 / 

■Jan rattle off, "Suffered under P Pila te, cr ucifie d 
dead, buried; ■:. '■...■?>. '):.; _ :v,-i.^ ■■■ a m iron dead." ' 

Bu real signif, meaning; lost 2 them 

" pity when complcure just accept co:.ui '-. simply 
2 merely let go, and let -9TT-I i ■ 
Thd no see Him as 1 reveal Father or as 1 thru 
whom Father seen 
They no see Him as Sav can tranform lives simply by 
accept iiim in faith as child accept earthly parents 

1 of dangers .van '- striv speak suml bout accept Xp 
is danger make appear all there 2 it 

] ;er church membership 
i ch meiabship ongoing process 
A continual converting/reconverting person life 
Should 3 renewal sum of life daily 
I erhaps fault clergy Ss I suspect this part problei 
(Illustration Roger Tennant ':-. Greates'- snt) 
This state we 

• our churches only h a ve partial vie'.' 
. Lanty like ■ ■ sted see a ' 

Sther I convey 2 U joy involved live 
4 Christ or 

I keep pray G let me convey this 2 when preach eti 
It is JOYOUS & JOY 

" not dead/lif eless/lusterless/dull 
" sumthing rich/full 

2 H Xpian is 2 B joyous pers & 2 show 4th this Joy 
all circums life 

But it step by step process/no know under 1day/1 wk 
Steady growing in Xp day by day/moment by moment 

ill s. ,/. II. Myers) 

say lifetime 2 short 2 know all Q would have kno' 
" " " " 2 " grow in Xp as should 

no mean we stop this pt where can only C dimly, 
b blind me , "Ma 

Insted we must seek the complete 
can "Look U£, be r- , md see all men cleanly" 

This what touch Js Xp all about 
not just 1 moment thing/1 shot deal 
but it rather, coming to aim, lay by 

day 2 have iJin liv in us & 2 have sim shine 4th 
from our very lives 
I invite U 2 invite Him anew into your heart this 
;en season & 2 strive to live as He would have H 

1 3. 

If any in doubt bout this , I invite 2 speak 2 me 
bout it, 1 I happy help U in this, 



. iece 



sEiidaJ T 



: Mark 8:24, " And ty: ■ , 'id, 'I 3 ee 
men ' . ' . " 

-Jure: Matthew 11:20-3*, Mark I: - 

i dp. Js come Bethsaida again 

I mean "House of Fishers 11 /^ M. ftf*K£ J", ap C-A^. 
■lly portion fishermen 
Herod Philip or Philip Tc-trarch rebilt Beth 2 BC 
named Bethsaida - Julias honor Julia dotter Aug. Cae 
Js been here B4 as record Mt 11 
" speak hily J Bap his minis these peop 
" upbraid peop unbelief 

" pass judgement on towns & Beth among them 
" speak more hily Tyre/3idon this would rankle 
Beth/Chorazin/Capernaum Jew towns 3 I ;htile 
Js condemna Beth S-. others accord Mt Jn Bap reject 
" efforts reject as well 

: did mitey works there/little profif of this 
Tndiff Beth peop prosperous/wealthy - no need relig 
Had 2 preachs '& reject both 
This set stage 4 heal blind man 
(read vs 23a) 
this show Js no perform mirac there 

Ls signif when realize jfec J4 diacips from there 
, ■ , star 
Yet, Js minis fail there/unwill perform minis the] 
, Js willing help indiv 
1nce gain read saliva 4 healing/burn or cut put 
is common Mid East 

_l.MII, =inflammatian eyeball 
f gnorance hygene/cleanliness = blindness 
We l> this incid desire Js love ;:■ coapassion 
But also C something else/not 1 step healing 
take 2 step, i there those say Js no do sumthing rl 
But I Blieve deliberately act this way 
Here 1 could 3till waves/heal long distance etc 
iith such power why take 2 steps???? 

lete blind/not partial sum think 
Could noth ; 
Js toucan-yes :■. we told, 

touch eyes again, he see clearly 
I Blieve signif this, it object lesson then Ss 2day 
_hen Js touch man he no see all at once 

;est man seek complete cure f.-. only half curi 
neop all walks never permit Js perform 
service complete renewal in them 

ire so many only posses dim/clouded view of Him 
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Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



